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Important Dates for Fall
Quarter 2010!
• Wednesday September 8: Fall
classes begin
• Tuesday September 14: Last day to
add classes to fall schedule

www.snlonline.depaul.edu snlonline@depaul.edu

(312)362-8001

Fall Quarter 2010-2011

SNL Online Hosts
Graduation Breakfast
Congratulations to the 6,502 new DePaul graduates
who join our family of 139,346 alumni.

• Tuesday September 21: Last day to
drop classes with no penalty
• Wednesday September 22: Grades of
“W” assigned for fall classes dropped
on or after this day
• Tuesday October 26: Last day to
withdraw from fall classes
• Tuesday November 23: End of Fall
Quarter

DePaul O’Hare Campus has
moved!
Open house Thursday 8/26 and Tuesday 8/31 5 PM to 7 PM
The DePaul University O’Hare Campus is
moving to the Triangle Plaza at 8770 W.
Bryn Mawr Ave., Chicago. Classes and
other programs in the new state-of-the
art facility will begin in September. The
new location allows easy access from
the Chicago Transit Authority’s Blue Line
Cumberland station and the Tri-State
(I/294) and Kennedy (I/90) expressways.
The DePaul name and logo will be featured on the top of the 14-story building. Classrooms, a multimedia center,
and student support and administrative
offices will all be housed in the building.
Among the offered amenities are five
student lounges, a state-of-the-art library,
public multimedia labs, a food vending
area and full-service delicatessen. All
occupied DePaul space will have wireless
internet access available.

Above, left to right: Veronica Buckley, Beth Rubin. Below: Seana Jackson, Eddie Jackson

We were delighted to meet our out of town
students and their families who traveled
to Chicago for the June 12th graduation
ceremony. Graduates in attendance were
able to meet SNL Dean Marisa Alicea, SNL
Online Director Beth Rubin, SNL Online
staff, and SNL alumna Veronica Buckley.
They celebrated their achievement and
shared their success stories.
This was a wonderful opportunity for
graduates to put a face to some of their
classmates, faculty, and the names you
see on the many e-mails you get from us.
Hope to see you in Chicago soon!

To view the 2010 Commencement
Ceremony, please visit http://tinyurl.
com/3axmxpu

Stay Connected With SNL Online
Want to stay informed about all things
SNL Online? Now you can get updates
from our blog right to your inbox. Just
click the ‘Sign me up’ button located in
the sidebar at http://snlonline.wordpress.
com to subscribe to this blog and receive
notifications of new posts by e-mail.
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Connect with SNL Alumna
Sylvia Jung St. Clair
broadened my ability to analyze rules and
apply to multiple scenarios. My focus
area surveyed a wide range of skills I will
continue to use in law school and beyond.
What advice do you have for current students taking online classes?

Sylvia Jung St. Clair

Meet Sylvia Jung St. Clair, a 2010
graduate of SNL with a focus area in
Legal Studies.
What field do you currently work in?
I am a stay-at-home parent to my three
children: Mya, age 4; Ilana, age 3; and
Owen, age 1, and attend law school parttime.
How did your education at SNL impact
your current job?
I tailored my focus area in legal studies
knowing attending law school was a goal
of mine. I took courses that explored legal
issues in family, property, and criminal law,
introduced negotiation techniques, learned
how to assess and manage conflict, and

Continue to take courses that spark your
interest, but try to leave room to explore
areas you are unfamiliar with by reading
the syllabus before choosing the online
course. In an online learning environment,
you lose the interactions with your fellow
classmates and instructor, but staying proactive with your learning, you will not lose
the collaborative learning process that
comes with online learning through the
discussion boards. If you have questions
or need clarification, do not be afraid to
contact the instructor directly. Check the
boards frequently for new postings and
responses.

DePaul Career Center ASK
Program
Alumni Sharing Knowledge (ASK) is a
network of committed alumni and friends
who serve as career mentors, working
with students one-on-one, in practice
interviews and at job fairs, and speaking
at networking events and open houses
throughout the university. By sharing
accomplishments, insights and connections, the ASK volunteer network can
help open important doors for professional growth and networking.
There are nearly 1,000 mentors in ASK at
any given time who represent a variety of
professional expertise
For more information, please visit: http://
ask.depaul.edu/

Looking back as a student, is there anything you would have done differently?

CAEA Events

I would have enjoyed taking more courses
in the arts and ideas category. I really
enjoyed learning about topics I was unfamiliar with and gaining more appreciation
for the arts.

Save the Date for April 20, 2011 - The
Center to Advance Education for Adults
(CAEA) conference, “The Future of Diversity & Inclusion in a Global World”. More
information to follow.

How did your School for New Learning
experience help you?

For more information regarding CAEA
events please visit: http://snl.depaul.edu/
About/Centers/Center_to_Advance_Edu-

Staying focused on the goal (competency)
of the class and how I could apply this
new learning in other aspects of my life
(reflective). My SNL experience taught me
to constantly critique what I am reading
in law school and how it applies to the
broader and more general picture.

cation.asp

Tips from the Writing Center
Not sure how to cite sources? Want to see
examples of SNL student writing? Want
to hear from an SNL student who wrote
ten ILPs? Want a better understanding of
what you need for a passing paper and
for an excellent paper? Need help getting your ideas down? For all of this and
more, check out the Writing Guide for SNL
Students at http://snl.depaul.edu/writing/
index.html.
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New Fall Online Courses:
Workplace Law: Harassment, Discrimination and Civil Rights
This course focuses on laws affecting relationships between employers and employees. Students will study the historical and
societal aspects of laws on harassment
and discrimination within the workplace,
with particular focus on the Civil Rights
Act and other legislation regulating workplace treatment. Students will analyze
the case law, the legislation and the legal
systems that have evolved to combat
social injustice in the workplace and will
learn “best methods” for preventing and
resolving harassing and discriminatory
practices in the workplace. This course
will be taught by Jana Berger. Competencies: FX, H-4, H-1-D
HC 173 - Human Rights in Business and
Society

New Fall SNL Online Faculty
Nancy Davis received her Ph.D. in History from the University of Michigan in
Ann Arbor and an undergraduate degree
in History from Bryn Mawr College. Her
doctoral work examined the relationship
between the African-American community
and the Catholic Archdiocese of Detroit in
the first half of the twentieth century. Since
then, Dr. Davis has published extensively
on the rubbing of Catholicism and AfricanAmerican life and protest. An article on
the 1960s Black Catholic protest in Detroit
was published in fall 2008 by U.S. Catholic
Historian. She will be teaching Foundations of Adult Learning for SNL Online
Chuck DiCola earned his undergraduate
degree at SNL and a Master’s in Education with a concentration in history. He has
taught classes in Critical Thinking, American culture and music, and short stories at
SNL. He will be teaching Critical Thinking
for SNL Online.
Stephanie Triller’s teaching experiences
include the City Colleges of Chicago, East
West University, Marist High School on
Chicago’s South Side, and most recently,
Sts. Peter and Paul School in Jimma,
Ethiopia. She received her M.A. in English from DePaul University and a B.A. in
English Literature and Religious Studies

with a minor in Writing from Washington
University in St. Louis. She will be teaching Writing Workshop for SNL Online.
Michael Tokar is a certified Project
Management Professional with a Masters
of Science in Project Management and a
Bachelor of Science in Information Systems. He has over 20 years of experience
managing an extensive range of diverse
projects. He will be teaching Essentials of
Project Management together with Norene
Trondsen for SNL Online.
Kathryn Wozniak holds an Master’s in
Writing from DePaul University with concentrations in rhetoric, professional writing, creative non-fiction, and pedagogy.
Katie has made conference presentations
on classroom collaboration, feminist rhetorical theory, and Writing Center theory.
She will be teaching Academic Writing for
Adults for SNL Online.

Students study the history of human rights
as they emerged from religious belief,
philosophical visions of natural law, social
structures and legal systems. Students
will also examine opposition to human
rights over the centuries when rights
threatened traditional patterns of authority, prejudices, vested interests, customs
and claims of national sovereignty. The
focus then shifts to recent human rights
documents beginning with the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights in 1948. The
racism convention, and its application in
the US, is examined. Students then apply
knowledge to human rights work performed by a local NGO, by a local company or by their community. The course
concludes with current human rights
advances in corporations, governments
and NGOs. This course will be taught
by Patricia Szczerba. Competencies: H5,
H2B, FX.
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SNL Faculty Accomplishments
David Simpson has published articles
on Lucretius, Francis Bacon, and Albert
Camus for the Internet Encyclopedia of
Philosophy, a web resource available to
students at http://www.iep.utm.edu/
Don Opitz is among five DePaul faculty
members (four of whom are from Liberal
Arts & Sciences) whose work supports
the humanities at DePaul and has been
named this year’s Humanities Center
fellows. The DePaul Humanities Center
awards several Faculty Fellowships each
year, and in addition to supporting the
Fellows’ research projects the Center
sponsors a series of lectures related to a
chosen theme. During the year of his fellowship the theme concerns science and
literature in the digital age, which relates
very nicely to his own project, At Home
with Science: Domesticating Science in
the Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries.
His objective in this project is to consider
the tenacity of household science from its
origins in aristocratic “country house” science to present-day citizenship science. A
central question concerns the role of the
British upper-class gentlemen, of which
Charles Darwin is perhaps paradigmatic,
in shaping the way in which science was

advanced and professionalized into the
disciplines with which we are familiar
today. During the fellowship he will be
conducting historical research intended to
identify the scope of aristocratic contributions to British science in the last half
of the nineteenth century and analyzing,
more deeply, the particular contributions
of a single, extended dynasty of scientific
figures connected with the households of
Lord Salisbury, Lord Rayleigh, and Lord
Balfour. The long-range outcome will be
an academic book on this subject, and
during the fellowship he will be drafting
chapters of the manuscript and, at some
point during the academic year, presenting on his work-in-progress at DePaul.
Also during the year he will be planning an
event which will engage the wider community with this project’s topics. Assisting
in the project is Neil Loomis, a senior in
LA&S who is double-majoring in geography and philosophy.
Ezzat Goushegir presented in two
theatre conferences and in Film Society in
Los Angeles from August 2nd to August
8th, 2010. Another Phaedra in the Desert
was read on Monday August 2nd at UCLA
at Little Theatre.

My Name is Inanna was performed by the
playwright at ATHE conference on Friday
August 6th with five other playwrights in
Rage, Speak, Act against the Machine: A
Survival Quilt – Weaving through Gender,
Race, Ethnicity, Class, Sexuality.
Performed August 8th at Film Society in
Felicia Mahood Auditorium, Los Angeles
were:
• The Bride of Acacias, a one woman
show based on life of the prominent
Iranian poet Forugh Farrokhzad, whose
poetry made a significant impact on
men and women in Iran.
• The Doll Behind The Curtain Based on
an adaptation of Sadegh Hedayat’s
short story of the same title. The play
explores the complexity of love, sexuality and intimacy from the perspective
of a man, torn in between tradition and
modernity.
• An excerpt from Two Iranian Children,
a play about two Iranian twin sisters
reuniting after twenty-two years of
separation caused by Islamic revolution,
where their life turned into completely
opposite directions.

DePaul’s New Learning Management System
In January, DePaul will be moving away
from Blackboard to a different learning
management system, called Desire2Learn,
or D2L for short. This is the software used
to host the online courses at SNL, and to
support regular courses if the professor
chooses to use it. We at SNL Online are
very excited about this change, because
we believe it will provide a much better
experience for students.
Differences from Blackboard
D2L looks pretty different from Blackboard, and there are some other important
differences:
• Basic Course Layout D2L has a
feature called “Content” that allows us
to organize by module all the course
materials you will use in that module.
That means we can arrange the readings, assignments, discussions, and
group work logically and efficiently, and
you just click from one item to the next
to do them. The main Module page has
readings and also links to everything
else you will need for your course.

• Discussions Discussions are set so
that you automatically see all posts,
and they are indented to show who is
responding to whom. This helps you
really understand the flow of an online
discussion. When you go to respond,
you get a popup window, which allows
you to refer back to the discussion while
you are writing your post. The discussion also is set up to make it easier for
faculty to give you open-ended feedback, so you should see more of that.
• Assignments The “Dropbox” in D2L
works really well. You’ll get an e-mail
when your instructor posts grades or
feedback, so you won’t have to keep
checking to find out how you did. Also,
many assignments are set up so that
they automatically use the “Turn-it-In”
system, which will create a report for
you to see if you have inadvertently
used text from another source. This will
help you avoid plagiarism problems.
• Calendar Most classes will have a
calendar to show you when tasks are

due. Just click on the date and you’ll
see details.
• Checklists You can track your progress through your course with a checklist that has links to all the parts and
tools you’ll need for that module.
• Chat D2L has a built-in chat feature, so
you can have real-time chat meetings
with groups or the whole class.
• Updates On the first page of your
course, you’ll see updates of new posts
waiting to be read.
• Automatic Notices If you’re out of
your course for several days, you’ll get
an e-mail notice. So when work or life
get hectic, the reminder will help you
avoid problems later in the term.
The new system will take some getting
used to and there will certainly be some
bumps along the way as everyone learns
it. But it should make it easier for you to
learn, to get feedback, and to stay connected.
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Meet SNL Resident Faculty Ruth Gannon Cook, Ed.D.
Tell us about your educational background
and where you worked before SNL.
I received my Ed.D. from the University of
Houston, College of Education, Curriculum & Instruction with a major in Instructional Technology, in 2003. I also received
a Certificate for Advanced Studies from
the Queens College, Cambridge, United
Kingdom with an emphasis in Change
Diffusion and Technology Integration. My
M.S. Ed. is in Educational Administration
and B.A. in Business are both from Loyola
University, New Orleans. I currently serve
on the Board of Trustees for the Cordell
Hull Foundation for International Education, New York, and the JUNO Foundation, London, a nonprofit corporation
that builds temporary medical treatment
centers in Africa and Asia, and I have
also served on the Board of Trustees for
the Pediatric AIDS Program of Children’s
Hospital New Orleans and the Amigos de
los Americanos in Houston, Texas.
I have taught at the School for New Learning of DePaul University for the last seven
years. Prior teaching included the University of Houston-Clear Lake, the University
of Houston, and Colorado Mountain College in Vail, Colorado, where I both taught
and served as Program Director. My earlier
career included hosting a radio show and
cable TV show for six years, and as a vice
president for a manufacturing company.
What intrigued you most about DePaul
and SNL?
I have always loved St. Vincent and what
he represented. In New Orleans my father
was always active in the St. Vincent
Society and the Ozanam Bridge House
for the Homeless which was affiliated with
the Society. When I had the opportunity to
interview with DePaul University School
for New Learning, I felt St. Vincent was
sending me a message that maybe it was
my turn for service. I love the commitment
to the mission of service, that we are truly
committed to our students at DePaul and
SNL.
Besides your work, what are your other
interests?
I love my research which centers around
semiotics, (the study of metaphors, symbols, narratives, mathematical signs, etc.)
so technology and semiotics are what I
spend my time on outside work. (I do try
to go back to New Orleans when I can

Ruth Gannon Cook, Ed.D.

though, for the food, music, family and for
whatever I can do to help the area).
What classes do you teach?
My teaching has included applications
of technology courses, training, and
organizational change courses, and core
courses, such as Research Seminar and
Foundations of Adult Learning in the undergraduate and graduate SNL programs.
What are some of your research interests?
I’ve done extensive research on e-learning
and both student and teacher satisfaction,
but my real love is my semiotics research
which I also combine with my online learning research. I’ve been very fortunate in
being asked to chair international conference panels in Europe and in having five
book chapters and four peer-reviewed
journal articles published this last year
that have featured my research on panand cyber-semiotics and e-learning.
What advice would you give to current
students taking online classes?

Hmmm, for students currently taking
online courses, the hope would be that
they had good time management skills
so that they could juggle the demands of
their online coursework with their work
and lives. I would also recommend they always ask their teachers for help if they get
confused because the first line of defense
is their teacher. The teacher may encourage them to also post their questions to
the online Q&A Discussion Conference so
that others who may have the same questions (but are afraid to ask) can have a
chance to get the same information. That
way it’s a win-win for everyone, including
the teacher, because she/he can answer
questions and nip any potential student
problems in the bud!

SNL Online

