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Important Dates for Winter 
Quarter!

•	 Monday January 4th: Winter Quarter 
begins.

•	 Sunday January 10th: Last day to add 
classes for winter quarter.

•	 Sunday January 17th: Last day to 
drop classes with no penalty.

•	 Monday January 18th: Grades of “W” 
assigned for classes dropped on or 
after this day.

•	 Friday March 12th: Winter Quarter 
ends.

Kudos for SNL Open House 

On Friday October 16, 2009, SNL hosted 
a very successful open house to show-
case our new space at 14 E. Jackson 
Blvd. This event was part of the larger 
reunion weekend hosted by Alumni Rela-
tions. We had over 120 guests RSVP, but 
closer to 150 attended.  Guests included 
alumni, current students, colleagues from 
across the University as well as friends 
and supporters from outside the Univer-
sity. At least 10 visiting faculty, several 
resident faculty and staff also attended 
the open house. 

Those who attended expressed great 
enthusiasm for the new space, but it was 
the unsolicited comments from our alums 
and students concerning their positive 
experience at SNL that most captured 
our attention at the event. Alums were 
happy to run into old friends and inquired 
about the colleges’ work and programs. 
Resident faculty and staff hosted guests, 
set up tables with literature about SNL’s 
various programs, and were available to 
answer questions.

SNL Dean Marisa Alicea Honored 

SNL Now On Facebook and Twitter!

Become a fan of SNL’s Facebook page and find news, updates, social and networking 
events, helpful tips and much more! Find us on Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/
DePaulUniversity. Click on School for New Learning and become a fan of SNL!

And for quick updates on the go, follow us at Twitter: http://twitter.com/snldepaul

SNL Dean Marisa Alicea

Maria Pappas Presents Award
In recognition of National Literacy Month 
in September, Maria Pappas, Cook County 
treasurer, presented Marisa Alicea, dean 
of the School for New Learning, with an 
award for her devotion to continuing edu-
cation and lifelong learning.

Dean Alicea earned a Ph.D. in Sociology 
from Northwestern University and writes 
and teaches about issues related to U.S. 
Latinos. She teaches HC 187 Latina Life 
Stories, HC 392 Latina Portraits, and IN 
307 Advanced Elective Seminar: Latino 
Chicago.

All of us at SNL Online congratulate 
Marisa and send our best wishes for her 
continued achievements and inspiration! 

http://www.snlonline.depaul.edu
mailto:snlonline@depaul.edu
http://www.facebook.com/DePaulUniversity
http://www.facebook.com/DePaulUniversity
http://twitter.com/snldepaul
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Hybrid Graduate Seminars:

LLS 435 Understanding Personal And 
Organizational Change  

This seminar provides students with an 
opportunity to develop the Liberal Learn-
ing facilities through understanding per-
sonal and organizational change. Multiple 
dimensions and dynamics of change and 
the roles and responsibilities of profes-
sionals as change agents are explored. 
Special emphasis is placed on analyzing 
change processes using both linear and 
systems models and formulating interven-
tions to facilitate productive change in the 
workplace (profit and nonprofit).

LLS 475 Exercising Effective Leadership

This final seminar provides students with 
an opportunity to develop the Liberal 
Learning facilities through exercising ef-
fective leadership. Major themes of each 
of the previous seminars are integrated 

within the concept of effective leadership 
in a changing world. Key theories and 
principles relative to the management/
leadership continuum are examined as 
well as the implications of current trends 
for the future of leadership both in general 
and within students’ personal/professional 
contexts.

Undergraduate Course:

FA 260 Essentials of Project Manage-
ment

This 5-week course consists of 5 modules 
and provides an overview of the funda-
mentals of Project Management for non-
Project Managers. It introduces the four 
phases of the project management pro-
cess (Initiating, Planning, Managing and 
Closing), the role of the Project Manager, 
tools, techniques and deliverables associ-
ated with successful project management, 
& troubleshooting techniques.

New Winter Course Offerings

SNL Online Student Kellie Sipich

Why did you decide to return to school at 
this point in your life? 

Upon graduating from high school I start-
ed a career in the mortgage industry and 
found limited time to take a few college 
courses at the local community college. 
With increasing success and commit-
ments with my career there was little time 
available to pursue a college degree. The 

desire to obtain a degree never diminished 
with the passing of time. A few years ago 
opportunities opened up that allowed me 
to enroll at DePaul SNL.

What is your intended focus area? Why did 
you choose it? 

Business management is my current focus 
area at SNL. Given the depth and breadth 
of experience gained from two careers, 
business management seemed a natural 
fit to apply my leadership skills.  

What has been your favorite SNL Online 
course so far? 

Over the summer, I took an Externship 
course about the Power of Horses and the 
use of Equine Therapy. The class covered 
how horses have the therapeutic ability to 
help people. What I loved about the class 
was that out of the 10 weeks, we went 
on 4 fieldtrips where we became familiar 
with these therapeutic horses. On the 
last fieldtrip we got a chance to ride the 
horses that we had been working with. 
This class helped me connect with nature 
and understand how powerful horses are. 

This course was a great example of new 
learning just as the externship course is 
intended to be.

How do you plan to use your DePaul de-
gree after you graduate? 

After obtaining my degree in June of 2010, 
I plan on looking for opportunities to apply 
my business management skills that will 
be both challenging and rewarding. The 
mission of non-profit organizations holds 
particular appeal to me. Additionally, small 
non-profit organizations could greatly 
benefit from the application of business 
management best practices.

What advice would you give to a student 
who is new to the program? 

The best advice that I could give a new 
SNL student is to plan out your time and 
overall competency strategy.  Time man-
agement is a key driver of success. Plan-
ning out what classes and when they need 
to be completed makes achieving your 
goal to graduate more attainable. It is also 
important to realize that the student needs 
to drive their own academic career.  

SNL Student Kellie Sipich
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New SNL Online Faculty Teaching Winter Quarter 2010

Margaret Wheatley featured at CAEA Conference

Barbara Flaherty holds a master’s in 
Culture and Spirituality from Holy Names 
College. Her work there focused on arche-
typal patterns in cross cultural wisdom lit-
erature. A counselor and trainer with over 
25 years experience, she has co-designed 
an intensive curriculum for at-risk teen 
rites of passage which incorporates 
mythology, art, dream work, and ritual. 
For twenty years she worked with Alas-
kan Native elders and healers facilitating 
village healing intensives using Inuit and 
cross cultural mythological motifs. She is a 
published poet and essayist, winner of the 
Drogheda Amergin Poetry Award, Ireland 
in 2005 and the author of two books: Holy 
Madness (Chanting Press 2006) and Do It 
Another Way (Chanting Press 2008).

Barbara Ridd earned her bachelor’s de-
gree in Biological Sciences from the Uni-
versity of Illinois, Champaign/Urbana and 
her master’s degree in Marine Biology/
Ecology from University of North Carolina 
at Wilmington. Her expertise is coral reef 
ecology and has an extensive research 
background in ecological systems, world-
wide.  

Bill Wassner is the pastor of St. Peter’s 
UCC in South Bend, Indiana and the 
Executive Director of the United Religious 
Community in St. Joseph County.  He has 
worked as an addictions counselor and 
continues to serve as a volunteer chaplain 
with the Indiana State Police assigned to 
the Indiana Toll Road. He has taught at the 
School for New Learning since 2001 con-
ducting the courses The Divine Dialogue; 
Critical Thinking; Ethics, Crime and Vio-
lence: Law Enforcement in America; and 

Research Seminar.  He has also served as 
faculty for Christian Theological Seminary 
in Indianapolis, Indiana.  He holds master’s 
and doctoral degrees from the Univer-
sity of Chicago Divinity School, Chris-
tian Theological Seminary, and Capella 
University. Most recently Bill graduated 
from a certificate program at the Mendoza 
College of Business at the University of 
Notre Dame for Nonprofit Executives 

Eileen Timmins possesses extensive 
experience in Human Resource Manage-
ment, Leadership and Organizational 
Development.  She is an adjunct professor 
at DePaul University, School of Com-
merce, in the Department of Management.  
Eileen holds a B.A. from DePaul Univer-
sity, School for New Learning, a M.S. in 
Organizational Development and Human 
Resource Management from Loyola Uni-
versity, and a Ph.D. from Capella Universi-
ty in Business and Organizational Manage-
ment with a specialization in Leadership. 
Eileen is also a member of the American 
Psychological Association and the Society 
of Industrial and Organizational Psychol-
ogy.  She has successfully completed the 
Women’s Director Development Program 
at Kellogg, Northwestern University, to 
prepare for Board Memberships.  Eileen 
is a board member for Chicago Meals on 
Wheels, and an advisory board member 
for Athletes Against Drugs.  Eileen is also 
an SNL Alum.

Jeff Johnson holds a BS in Computer 
Science and Mathematics from the Univer-
sity of Illinois, and an MBA from Northern 
Illinois University.  He has been working in 
IT for over 20 years and has held various 

positions in the manufacturing, logistics, 
CRM, and data analytics industries.  Jeff 
is currently the Infrastructure Support 
Manager at DePaul University.  

Thomas Dow received his Ph.D. in 
English from Loyola University Chicago.  
He is an Associate Professor of Com-
munications/English and Department 
Chair of Communications, Literature, and 
Languages at Moraine Valley Community 
College. 

Vera Dolan has devoted most of the past 
decade to the delivery and improvement 
of online education. In addition to teach-
ing online, she is also a faculty coach and 
trainer, providing guidance and support 
to more than 250 instructors. Ms. Dolan 
holds a master’s degree in Distance Edu-
cation and the focus of her research work 
has been on the factors that drive motiva-
tion and loyalty in online faculty – work 
that was recognized by a graduate award 
from the Canadian Network for Innova-
tion in Education (CNIE). She is continuing 
these investigations at the doctoral level, 
focusing on faculty training, development 
and retention, and the challenges these 
issues present for the effective leader-
ship and management of higher education 
institutions.

Biographies for Linzy Waters, Mary Jo 
Prusko, and Shaily Verma were not avail-
able at press time.

 

SNL Online  

Center to Advance Education for Adults 
(CAEA) hosted more than 100 people at 
the DePaul Center on the Loop campus 
from business, community and higher 
education organizations at their 2nd an-
nual conference on “Thriving in Transition: 
Recharging-Reinventing-Reconnecting”. 
International change leader Margaret 
Wheatley gave the keynote address and 
facilitated an afternoon workshop, “We’re 
All in the Same Boat”. The conference was 
designed to support the increasing num-
ber of people who were experiencing sig-
nificant transitions in their lives, largely due 
to the economic downturn. The confer-
ence’s morning sessions included a panel 

of people sharing stories of how they are 
thriving in transition, followed by a number 
of workshops to help participants redis-
cover their capacities to flourish in times 
of change and uncertainty. SNL sponsored 
students, alumni and community members 
who were unable to afford the conference 
fee and a WebEx connection for partici-
pants not in the Chicago-land area. The 
conference was made possible in part by 
donations from the Mason Parson Family 
Foundation, Bertram Scott and Elizabeth 
Fender. The morning panel and Wheatley 
keynote are available for download on 
iTunesU.  Instructions are available at 
http://snl.depaul.edu/caea.

http://snl.depaul.edu/caea
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SNL’s Renaissance Woman Betta LoSardo 
SNL’s Betta LoSardo is Resident Faculty, 
a Senior Teaching Fellow, Director of the 
Oak Forest Campus, and Interim Director 
(Fall Term) for SNL OnLine. 

What are your primary responsibilities at 
SNL?

In addition to teaching Foundations and 
Research Seminar, I teach courses in 
my academic field, Italian Studies. This 
involves mostly courses related to art, 
history, and culture.  My current content 
courses are Advanced Elective Seminar: 
the Italian Renaissance; Advanced Elective 
Seminar: Art Collecting (with SNL Resi-
dent Faculty member Susan McGury); Art 
in Everyday Things: Papermaking; and Art 
and Memory: Scrapbooking.   I also teach 
an Externship course requiring volunteer 
work at an animal shelter. 

As director of the Oak Forest Campus, it is 
my job to formulate the annual course cur-
riculum, recruit, hire, train, and supervise 
Visiting Faculty teaching at the campus, 
help them develop SNL courses, and 
monitor the student experience.

Oak Forest is the smallest campus at De-
Paul, serving approximately 150 students 
per term.  It is a friendly place, where 
students learn about SNL from other 
students.  It is a great pleasure to see the 
same faces every term and to work with 
students in an intimate setting.

How does your work affect students?

I believe my SNL work influences students 
in several ways. I hope that the Oak For-
est Campus provides an open forum for 
intellectual development and that students 
can learn there in a supportive, diverse 

environment.  Through teaching, I provide 
students with several ways to look at the 
manner in which art and history influence 
our lives.  Chicago, for example, provides 
us with a wealth of examples of Italian 
Renaissance architecture.  The School 
for New Learning takes its name from the 
New Learning that was the foundation of 
the Humanist philosophical movement of 
the Italian Renaissance.

How long have you been at DePaul? At 
SNL?

I began at SNL in early 1980, and except 
for a four year hiatus in Sydney, Australia, 
I have been at SNL ever since.

Where did you work previously? How did 
your past experience help in what you do 
now?

I can hardly remember what I did before 
SNL, but I can tell you that I have taught 
Italian and English at various language 
schools for a very long time. While in 
Sydney, I taught at the University of 
Technology in a program similar to SNL.  I 
also consulted with local arts groups on 
developing competence based assess-
ment policies down under, and wrote a 
regular column for an ice hockey organiza-
tion.  All these experiences contribute to 
my approach to learning and teaching at 
SNL.

What do you like most about working at 
DePaul, and SNL?

DePaul is a people oriented university.  I 
have attended and taught at universities 
on three continents and can say that DeP-
aul is the place most focused on students’ 
needs and perspectives.  In my opinion, 

SNL is the jewel in DePaul’s crown.

I very much enjoy learning from my stu-
dents at SNL.

What advice would you give to students in 
the SNL Online program?

Read, write, read, write, read; log on to 
Blackboard.  Ask questions.  Then read 
some more. In between posts, read a 
few things.  Most teachers are dying to 
discuss their expertise with you.  Keep in 
contact. Ask for feedback.  Read.

On line learning is a fabulous option, but 
not an easy one.  It requires a great deal 
of self discipline.  My hat is off to SNL’s 
online learners.

For writing help for almost any course as-
signment, use the Writing Center’s online 
services – at your convenience – including 
Feedback-by-Email and IM conferencing 
(with or without a webcam).  If you are 
able to use the services at the Loop and 
Lincoln Park campuses, schedule appoint-
ments (30 or 50 minutes) on an as-needed 
or weekly basis. You may schedule up to 
3 hours worth of appointments per week, 
and all writing center services are free. 

Writing Center tutors are specially se-
lected and trained graduate and under-
graduate students who can help you at 
almost any stage of your writing.  They 

will not do your work for you, but they can 
help you focus and develop your ideas, 
review your drafts, and polish your writing.  
They can answer questions about gram-
mar, mechanics, different kinds of writing 
styles, and documentation formats.  They 
also can answer questions and provide 
feedback online, through IM/webcam 
chats and email.  

Obviously, the tutors won’t necessarily 
be familiar with every class or subject, 
but they are able to provide valuable help 
from the perspective of an interested and 
careful reader as well as a serious and 
experienced student-writer.

Schedule your appointments with enough 
time to think about and use the feedback 
you’ll receive, and bring your assignment 
handout and other relevant materials to 
your appointments.

To schedule real-time conversations with 
IM and/or webcam: http://condor.depaul.
edu/~writing/html/sched/WCOnline.html 
To request Feedback by Email: http://con-
dor.depaul.edu/~writing/html/sched/email.
html For more information visit: http://
www.depaul.edu./~writing/ 

Writing Center Online Help Available for Students 

SNL Resident Faculty Betta LoSardo

http://condor.depaul.edu/%7Ewriting/html/sched/WCOnline.html
http://condor.depaul.edu/%7Ewriting/html/sched/WCOnline.html
http://condor.depaul.edu/~writing/html/sched/email.html
http://condor.depaul.edu/~writing/html/sched/email.html
http://condor.depaul.edu/~writing/html/sched/email.html
http://www.depaul.edu./~writing/
http://www.depaul.edu./~writing/

