DePaul University, School for New Learning Online

Important Dates for Fall
Quarter!
• Wednesday September 9th: Fall
Quarter begins

www.snlonline.depaul.edu snlonline@depaul.edu

Where are you currently working since
graduation?

• Tuesday September 22nd: Last day
to drop classes with no penalty

I recently took a position with VISTA
(Volunteers in Service to America). I am
working with Elder Law of Michigan in the
benefits enrollment department.

• Tuesday November 24th: End of Fall
Quarter

SNL Has Moved!
The SNL Loop campus offices are now
located on the 14th and 15th floors of 14
East Jackson Blvd. If you have an appointment, please come to the reception
area on the 14th floor. The SNL mailing
address is now 1 East Jackson Blvd.,
Chicago, IL 60604. Phone numbers for
faculty and staff remain the same, and
most SNL courses will continue to meet
in 25 East Jackson.

Fall Quarter 2009-2010

Connect with SNL Alumnus
Nicole Worley

• Tuesday September 15th: Last day to
add classes

• Wednesday September 23rd: Grades
of “W” assigned for classes dropped
on or after this day

(312)362-8001

We work with low-income individuals, assessing their eligibility for state and local
programs and assisting with the daunting
application process.
How did you manage your time as an
online student?
I worked it around my life. I was working
full-time and I still wanted to spend time
with my family, so I often studied during lunch breaks. I also dedicated late
evening hours to my studies. These times
I usually did my reading, short assignments, and blackboard posting. I spent
Sunday afternoons working on papers and
research.
What did you find appealing about the
SNL online program?
I enjoyed the flexibility of the program and
that it was geared toward individuals who
had life and work experience. Competence based learning ensures that what
is taught is very applicable to real-world
situations.
What was your favorite class that you took
online with SNL?
This is a tough question and one that I find
is constantly changing depending on what
is currently happening in my life. I really
enjoyed my globalization courses. Right
now Creative Tools for Social Change is
very relevant to my life working with a nonprofit organization. I will be able to put
into practice many of the lessons I learned
in that course.
Looking back as a student, is there anything you would have done differently?
I would have started my advanced project
earlier. I was slightly confused about
some particulars and that made the last
couple of months a little stressful. Talking to my academic advisor about my
plans earlier in the process would have
been beneficial. I also would have taken
research seminar at the earliest possible

Nicole Worley

time. The research skills I took away from
that course were very helpful when writing
papers for other courses.
What advice do you have for current SNL
online students?
Keep up with your reading, posting, and
coursework by making a plan of study
each week for every class. It does not
need to be complicated or overwhelming,
just a few notes about what and when
tasks are due in order to keep you on
track. Ask for clarification whenever you
need it from instructors and advisors.
What are your plans for the future? Do you
plan on furthering your education?
After my year working at Elder Law, I plan
to attend law school.
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SNL Online Hosts 2009 Graduation Breakfast
We were delighted to meet a number of
out of town students and their families
who traveled to Chicago for the June
13th graduation ceremony. Graduates
in attendance were able to meet SNL
Dean Marisa Alicea, SNL Online Director Beth Rubin, and SNL Online staff, as
well as SNL alumnus Rodney Pate. They
celebrated their achievement and shared
their success stories!
This was a wonderful opportunity for
graduates to put a face to some of their
classmates, faculty, and the names you
see on the many emails you get from us.
Hope to see you in Chicago soon!

New Course Offerings for Fall
Undergraduate Courses:
HC 260 The Chronic Illness Experience:
Personal, Medical And Public Perspectives
Through readings, observation and analysis, interviews, and reflection, students
examine the internal experience of chronic
illness as well as the challenges patients
with chronic illness face in the workplace,
the community, and within institutional
health care settings. Students are asked
to examine ethical issues involving class,
socioeconomics, and social justice as
they pertain to biological understanding
of chronic illness, and are also asked to
evaluate organizational and community
responses to chronic illness in an effort to
promote respect and tolerance for patients
with chronic illness. Competences: H4,
H2B, FX, S3B. Faculty: Laurie Edwards &
Lynn Royster
AI 182 Talking Back To Medicine: Writers And The Politics Of Health
It is no secret that health care in the United States is in crisis. President Obama
has pledged to work with the nation to
rehabilitate our health care system. In this
course, we will examine how fiction and
non-fiction writers challenge such systems
to rethink the notion of health as well as

the politics of sickness. The writers we
will study take on issues like access to
health care, models of illness and healing,
medicine and social justice, and others.
In this online course, readings, podcasts,
wikis, and discussion board posts will help
us explore the responsibilities of medicine as well as those of the community in
which medicine is practiced, for a socially
just and comprehensive understanding of
illness, health and healing in the United
States. Competencies: H4, H3A, A1D,
A1X, A1C. Faculty: Ann Stanford

SNL Dean Marisa Alicea

Graduate Seminars:
LLS 445 Improving Interpersonal
Dynamics
This seminar provides students with an
opportunity to develop the Liberal Learning Skills through improving interpersonal
dynamics. Students are introduced to
various models for working collaboratively
with diverse constituents over multiple
contexts. In addition, students are provided opportunities to strengthen their
interpersonal relations and communications skills (per context) by learning and
practicing strategies and techniques that
foster skill development.
SNL alumnus Rodney Pate
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New Faculty Teaching Online During Fall 2009 Quarter
Pam Sourelis has degrees in journalism (BA); English (MA); and fiction writing (MFA). She is a published short story
writer, has published articles related to
the work she does with animals, and also
writes and edits for textbook publishers,
mostly in the field of business, but in other
content areas as well. As of 2009, she
taught writing and literature for 25 years,
including for Loyola and DePaul universities in Chicago, for the University of Phoenix, and for the Illinois Writing Project.
She also teaches fiction writing workshops to small groups of adults (Winged
Horse Studio). In addition to her writing
and literary pursuits she practices and
teaches animal communication, Reiki (a
type of energy work), and neuromuscular
retraining for animals. Teaching is one of
her passions. Not only does she have the
honor of opening doors for her students,
introducing them to ways of thinking and
expressing themselves that they may not
have considered or that they may have
feared, she also have the opportunity to
learn from them.
Charlene Blockinger Following an 18year administrative career with McKinsey
& Company, Charlene joined the School
for New Learning faculty in 2007. She
earned her doctoral degree in Adult
Continuing Education from National-Louis
University, Chicago, and her Master of
Arts in Intercultural Relations/Communication through the Intercultural Communication Institute Program jointly sponsored by
the Intercultural Communication Institute
in Portland, Oregon, and Antioch University in Yellow Springs, Ohio. In addition to
The Leadership Edge (online), she teaches
the following lecture courses: Intercultural
Communication for DePaul’s College of
Communication; Identity and Otherness
in Cultural Context for the School for New
Learning; and Global Leadership: Developing the Mindset That Matters for Northwestern University’s School of Continuing
Studies.

Mechthild Hart is a professor at the
School for New Learning. She moved from
Germany to the United States in 1972,
has been working in a number of women’s
and community organizations, and has
been teaching and mentoring at SNL since
1987. Her publications focus on work
and education, on the international and
sexual divisions of labor, and on the global
economy’s effect on women and labor
migration. She has an M.A. in German
literature and a Ph.D. in Adult Education
from Indiana University and is a member
of the International Sociological Association and the National Women’s Studies
Association.
Diane Weidner holds an MA in Applied
Linguistics/TESOL from the University of
Illinois at Chicago and an MA in French
Literature from the University of Illinois
at Urbana-Champaign, where she also
received her BA in French language. She
is a member of the SNL part-time faculty.
Geri Lynn Yanow is Senior Counsel for
the City of Chicago in the Federal Civil
Rights Litigation Division, and a trial attorney specializing in civil rights defense.
She holds a BA in Liberal Arts from UIC
and an MA in English Literature from New
York University. Geri travels extensively
throughout US and Europe, spent summer during college working for YMCA in
Quito, Ecuador, and spent 1 year traveling
through Africa. She taught 4th grade, 8th
grade, Reading and Library Science in
the Chicago Public Schools, and graduated from IIT/Chicago Kent Law School
while working as a teacher. Visiting Faculty
at SNL since 1993, Geri teaches Critical
Thinking, College Writing, and Civil Rights:
A Modern Approach.
Roy Whitmore earned his bachelor’s
and master’s degrees through SNL, and is
currently a Ph.D. Candidate in Human and
Organizational Development at Fielding
University. He is the president of Global
Recruiters Network, Inc. and has more

than 30 years as a senior executive in the
retail industry, include Target and Jewel
Osco stores. He is a member of the SNL
Online part-time faculty.
Laurie Edwards is an author, journalist,
and health advocate. She received her
BA from Georgetown University, her MFA
from Emerson College, and also teaches
advanced writing for health professions at
Northeastern University in Boston, MA.
Joseph Hemmerling has taught English
and composition at the middle school, junior college, and university level. He holds
a masters degree in writing from DePaul
University, and is a member of the SNL
Online part-time faculty.
Jeffrey Howard is the assistant director for academic/faculty development
as DePaul University’s Steans Center for
Community-based Service Learning. He
has taught, conducted research, and published work on academic service-learning
over a 30 year period. He is a past recipient of the Michigan Campus Compact
Lifetime Achievement Award, founder and
editor of the Michigan Journal of Community Service Learning, wrote the ServiceLearning Course Design Workbook,
underwritten by a grant from the Corporation for National Service, and has conducted faculty development workshops
at dozens of colleges and universities.
He co-edited Academic Service Learning: A Pedagogy of Action and Reflection
(Jossey-Bass). He recently co-authored a
web-based engaged scholarship toolkit
found on Campus Compact’s webpage.
He is a member of the National Review
Board for the Scholarship of Engagement
Project, The Research University and
Civic Engagement Network, and HENCE
(Higher Education Network for Community
Engagement).

SNL Online
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SNL Senior Assistant Dean Doug Murphy
What is your current job title, and what are
your primary responsibilities at SNL? How
does your work affect students?
Senior Assistant Dean - my responsibilities include the registration planning
cycle,overseeing SNL information and
technology, and a myriad of other things.
How long have you been at DePaul? At
SNL?
I feel fortunate to have been at SNL since
September 1991. I began at DePaul a year
earlier working in the fund-raising office,
and after the adoption of my first child,
was hired as an advisor at SNL. I worked
in advising at both the Loop and suburban
campuses, wrote registration and course
catalogs, and shepherded the school’s
technological improvements since then,
including assisting the launch of SNL
Online. I am happy to be the one who
emails students regularly with news about
the SNL. I also work closely with students
who require special correspondence.
Where did you work previously? How did
your past experience help in what you do
now?
Prior to working at DePaul, I worked at
what is now Advocate Health Systems, Illinois Institute of Technology on the South
Side of Chicago and a small, now-closed
junior college at Peterson and Pulaski. In
every institution, I worked with people
to ensure their progress to personal and
professional goals.

SNL Senior Assistant Dean Doug Murphy

What advice would you give to a student
who is new to the program?

What do you like most about working at
DePaul, and SNL?

I encourage SNL students to ask questions about any item, issue or process that
isn’t clear. It takes some getting used to
fitting school into your life, as compared
with fitting your life into school, so I encourage everyone to persevere. Those of
you who are enrolled in something every
quarter are far more likely to graduate than
those who stop-and-start. Persist and
you’ll reach your goal. Our advisors, staff
and faculty are here to help you do it.

I have a passion for helping adults earn
their degrees. The experience toward that
goal is transformational. And that degree
will change a student’s life for the better
forever.

Margaret Wheatley in person and online at CAEA 2009

Margaret Wheatley

International change leader Margaret
Wheatley will give the keynote address
and facilitate an afternoon workshop
during the Center to Advance Education
for Adults (CAEA) conference, “Thriving
in Transition: Recharging-ReinventingReconnecting,” which will take place
Tuesday, September 22nd at the DePaul
Center on the Loop campus. The conference is designed to support the increasing
number of people who are experiencing
significant transitions in their lives, largely
due to the economic downturn. The
conference’s morning sessions will include
a panel of people sharing stories of how
they are thriving in transition, followed by a
number of workshops to help participants
rediscover their capacities to flourish in
times of change and uncertainty. SNL is

sponsoring a WebEx connection during
the morning panel and keynote speaker
luncheon for a limited number of participants not in the Chicago-land area. For
more information, visit www.snl.depaul.
edu/caea or contact CAEA at caea@depaul.edu or 312-362-6508.
The conference is made possible in part
by donations from the Mason Parson
Family Foundation, Bertram Scott and
Elizabeth Fender.
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